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2010 CENSUS: How it Affects You 
 

What is the Census? 

The U.S. census is taken every 10 years and defines who we are as a nation.  The 

census affects political representation, directs billions of dollars in government 

funding, and guides local decision-makers in important community planning efforts, 

including where to build new roads, hospitals and schools. 
 

Why does your participation in the 2010 Census Matter? 

Every year, approximately $3,357,000 of $300 billion in federal funds is awarded to 

the City of Greenacres based on census data.  This cumulative effect will be 

$33,571,000 over the 10-year period (October 1, 2001 - September 30, 2010). Census 

data affects your voice  in Congress by determining how many seats each state will 

have in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 

Is the information provided confidential? 

Yes.  Every Census Bureau worker takes an oath for life to protect the confidentiality 

of census responses.  Violation would result in a jail term of up to five years and/or 

fine of up to $250,000.  By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual s 

answers with anyone, including welfare and immigration agencies. 
 

2010 Census Questionnaire. 

The 2010 Census questionnaire is simple and safe.  Only a few simple questions are 

asked of each person:  

 

 

When will you receive the 2010 Census Questionnaire? 

Census questionnaires are mailed or delivered to households in February through 

March of 2010.  Census takers will visit households that did not return a 

questionnaire by mail in April through July of 2010. 

 

You can help your City receive the funds and social benefits to which it is entitled by 

completing and mailing in an accurate 2010 Census Questionnaire.    

Name  

Gender  

Date of birth 

Owns home or rents home 

Relationship  

Age  

Race  

 

CITYLink 



  

GOVERNMENT  

DIRECTORY  

   

 Building Inspections/ Permits 

642-2052 
  

Business Registrations 

642-2053 
  

City Clerk & Council  

642-2006 
  

City Hall  General 

642-2000 
  

Code Enforcement  

642-2065 

642-2068 
  

Community Center 

642-2090 
  

Employment 

642-2001 
  

Finance  

642-2013 
  

Planning, Zoning, and Engineering 

642-2054 
  

Public Works  

642-2071 
  

Public Safety Non-Emergency 

642-2160 
  

Refuse Collection/Recycling 

642-2071 
  

Refuse Collection Bills 

642-2012 

FY 2010 PROPOSED CITY BUDGET 
 

The City Council will hold public hearings on September 14th and 22nd at 

7:00 p.m. to adopt a budget for fiscal year 2010 (October 1, 2009 ï September 

30, 2010). The Cityôs proposed general operating budget for FY 2010 is 

$21.3 million, which is $2.2 million less than the current budget. The 

proposed budget reflects cost reductions to offset the 22.5% decline in 

existing property values.   
 

The proposed tax rate of 5.15 mills represents a 14.5% reduction in the 

amount of property tax revenue collected or approximately $1.2 million 

less than last yearôs revenue. Millage is the tax rate levied by a city on 

taxable property per each $1,000 of assessed taxable value. To make up 

for the deficit, the City is using several approaches that include continuing 

implementation of various cost cutting measures, eliminating vacant 

positions, and using reserves. Between 2000 and 2009, the City reduced 

the total property tax rate by approximately 23% and in 2010 the property 

tax rate represents more than a 15% drop below the rollback rate, which is 

the Millage rate that would produce the same amount of tax revenue as 

the previous year.  

Where the $21.3 million goes: 
 

Public Safety: $12.0 million 
Administration: $1.9 million 
Public Works: $2.6 million 
Engineering/Planning/Building: $1.3 million 
Finance including Information Technology: $1.3 million 
Leisure Services: $0.6 million 

In August, the Palm Beach County Property Appraiserôs Office sends a 

Notice of Proposed Property Taxes to all property owners showing the 

taxable value of the property and the property tax information for all taxing 

authorities. Of the total property tax bill, the cityôs property tax portion 

represents approximately 25% with the remaining 75% going to the County, 

School District, and other independent taxing authorities. 
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The chart below shows four examples of property values and how the Cityôs 

Millage rate affects each example for fiscal year 2010.  

Assessed Value $87,000 $87,000 $122,000  $122,000 
Less: 21.6% decline in value 19,575  0 27,450 0 
Less: Homestead Exemption   0  50,000  0  50,000 
  
Taxable Amount 67,425 37,000 94,550 72,000 
Total Millage 5.1500 5.1500  5.1500   5.1500 
 
Total taxes paid to  
City of Greenacres  $ 347 $ 191 $ 487 $ 371 
  
(Property value ï Homestead Exemptions = Taxable Amount/$1,000 X Millage rate = taxes paid to City) 

 Condo    Condo   Single Family          Single Famil y 
 Non-Homestead  Homestead  Non-Homestead   Homestead  



The following are highlights of actions taken by 

the City Council at their meetings, from January  

through July 2009. 
 

Approved a Special Exception for an Adult 

Congregate Living Facility on the northeast corner 

of Haverhill Road and Nash Trail. 
 

Approved a Special Exception for a Child Care 

Center/Preschool Facility located at 3812 Jog 

Road. 
 

Approved a new Schedule of Building Permit Fees. 
 

Approved a Site Plan, the Commons at Swain 

Blvd., for the construction of a two-story office 

building on the property located on the northeast 

corner of Swain Blvd. and Tenth Ave North.  
 

Approved the voluntary annexation of two (2) 

parcels of land totaling approximately 4.23 acres, 

located on the southwest corner of Summit 

Boulevard and Ranchette Road. 
 

Approved the annexation of one (1) parcel of land 

totaling approximately 0.821 acres, located on the 

northeast corner of Pinehurst Drive and the L-10 

Canal at 3000 Pinehurst Drive. 
 

Amended Chapter 4 of the City of Greenacres 

Code, Buildings and Building Regulations, to 

include the 2007 Florida Building Code. 
 

Amended Chapter 16, Site and Development 

Plans, to extend the available duration of approval 

from three years to four years. 

 

Amended the City Code, Chapter 8, entitled 

Licenses and Business Regulations, establishing 

new Business Tax Receipt Rates. 

 

GREENACRES BRANCH LIBRARY 
WILL CLOSE FOR RENOVATION  
 

 

County representatives 

have notified the City 

that  the Greenacres 

branch library will be 

undergoing renovations.  

The project scope 

includes landscaping, 

painting, remodeling of 

interior, and new air 

conditioning.  The project is expected to begin in 

October 2009, and will take six (6) months to 

complete.  While the Greenacres branch is 

closed the Lawrence/Lantana branch will serve 

library  patrons. 

From Left: Councilman Noble, Councilman Radcliffe, Councilman 

Rose, Mayor Ferreri, Councilwoman Fouts, Councilman Shaw. 

CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS   Authorized submittal of three (3) Hazard Mitigation 

Grant Program (HMGP) applications, in the amount 

of $254,338, to the Department of Community 

Affairs, Division of Emergency Management for 

Public Safety Headquarters shutter replacement, A 

& B Canal restoration, and Villa Del Trio Subdivision 

storm sewer system rehabilitation. 
 

Authorized the submittal of a Recovery Act Justice 

Assistance Grant (JAG) Program application, in the 

amount of $115,692, to the U.S. Department of 

Justice for the procurement of equipment and 

technology that is to be used by the Public Safety 

Department for the purpose of crime prevention and 

the reduction of crime within the City. 

 

Authorized the FY 2009 Bulletproof Vest Partnership 

(BVP) grant application to the Department of Justice 

to purchase twenty two (22) bulletproof vests in the 

amount of $10,890 and Threat Level II Vests with 

cooling packs used by law enforcement personnel. 
 

Authorized the 2008 Urban Area Security Initiative 

(UASI) Grant Agreement between the City of 

Greenacres and Palm Beach County, in the amount 

of $75,259, to fund a security camera system, an 

access control software system, and a generator. 
 

Authorized the Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Recreation 

Assistance Program (RAP) Grant Agreement, in the 

amount of $20,000, for the Veteran s Memorial Park 

and Greenacres Freedom Park Ballfield Lighting 

Controls Project. 
 

Recognized and honored over fifty-five (55) 

volunteers that have served the City by contributing 

10,500 hours of time; and presented Gold, Silver, 

and Bronze Awards Programs.  
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CAN WE READ YOUR ADDRESS 
NUMBER?  

 

The City s Property Maintenance Code requires that all 

buildings have approved address numbers placed in a 

position to be plainly legible and visible from the street or 

road   Visible addresses are required so that 

emergency services, police and fire, can find every 

location without delay.   
 

Past Hurricanes have put a new perspective on this 

particular code requirement.  The teams performing 

Damage Assessment throughout the City observed 

several properties without properly posted addresses.   
 

For the residents  own protection in an emergency 

situation, as well as to meet the Property Maintenance 

Code requirements, address numbers should be a 

minimum of 4 inches high, with a minimum stroke width 

of ½ inch, and the color of the numbers must contrast 

with the background.  In addition, the numbers may also 

be placed on the mailbox for added visibility to assist 

emergency vehicles. For additional information, Code 

Enforcement can be reached at 642-2065 and 642-2068. 

KNOW YOUR GOVERNMENT 

 

What is a Florida City? 
 

In Florida, a city is a municipal government. The 

founding citizens choose the name, and in doing so, 

decide whether to call the municipality a city, town, or 

village. There is no legal difference between the three.  

A municipal government is a public corporation. The 

council is the board of directors, elected by the 

stockholders, who are the citizens. The public 

corporation is formed to provide self-governance and 

variety of services.  The charter, which is a city s 

constitution, is written to form the municipality and is 

similar to articles of incorporation. The charter sets forth 

the boundaries of the municipality, its form of 

government, the size of the council and certain 

governmental processes.   There is a wide range of 

services provided by the entity.  No two city charters are 

alike, each city s menu of services is also different.  
 

The Structure of Governments in Florida 
 

The Board of county commissioners is the elected body 

that oversees a county s governance. Counties must 

carry out constitutionally mandated responsibilities, and 

those established by the state. The constitutional 

services of a county are law enforcement and jail 

administration, tax collection, property appraisal, state 

court administration and supervision of elections.  In 

addition, counties are charged with road maintenance, 

public health, solid waste disposal and other 

environmental responsibilities. Other county services are 

offered as determined by the elected county officials. 
 

The school district is a separate government. School 

districts have elected boards that govern the day-to-day 

operations of public education for grades K-12.  
 

Special districts have two types: independent and 

dependent. Independent are created by the Legislature 

and dependent are created by cities and counties. 
 

Cities are not counties or school districts, they are 

publicly created, independent governments designed by 

their citizens, for their citizens.  The most important 

aspect of municipal services is that the services are 

created to meet the demands of the residents. 

FLEMING  AVENUE  CDBG  GRANT 
  

The Palm Beach County Housing and Community 

Development Department approved the City s application 

through the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) program for the improvement of Fleming 

Avenue. The construction includes installation of 

sidewalks, re-grading of drainage swales, installation of a 

vehicle turnaround, and re-paving of the street. This 

project will be undertaken when the grant agreement is 

completed and funds are made available during Fiscal 

Year 2010. The work on Fleming Avenue will complete 

the City s efforts to improve all of the streets on  the 

north side of 10th Avenue North.  

CONNECTION OF DODD ROAD & 
WOODLAKE BOULEVARD  
 

Work has been completed on the construction of 

the extension of Dodd Road to connect with 
Woodlake Boulevard and the intersection is now open. 

This project included drainage piping, sidewalk 

modifications, paving, new signage, and an enhanced 

crosswalk to the Cloisters community s clubhouse.  
 

The project  goal was to create greater interconnectivity 

of streets in the City which will facilitate efficient traffic 

movement and delivery of City services (linked patrol 

routes, alternate routes to Villages of Woodlake for 

ambulances, etc.). The project will also allow Village of 

Woodlake residents and residents in the developments 

along Sherwood Forest and S. 57th easier access to the 

Greenacres branch library, from Woodlake Blvd., and 

Dodd Road.  

 HEROES FOR THE 
 HIGHWAY 

 
 

On June 4, 2009, Officer Jessie Taylor was recognized 

at the Heroes for the Highway,  a Law Enforcement 

Awards Dinner in Deerfield Beach hosted by MADD for 

Palm Beach and Broward County officers. Officer Taylor 

was being recognized along with officers and deputies 

from Palm Beach and Broward Counties for their efforts 

relative to DUI enforcement, Officer Taylor had 40 DUI 

arrests and issued 915 citations in 2008; the majority of 

which was issued while he was assigned to Uniform 

Patrol Division.  
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PARK IMPROVEMENTS  AT IRA VAN BULLOCK & FREEDOM PARKS  

The City has recently completed 

two (2) major improvements to 

parks in Greenacres.  Work has 

been comple ted on the 

construction of a new playground 

(including a play structure and 
swings), gazebo, and open 

grassed play area at Ira Van 

Bullock Park (IVB).  

 

The new park area is located east 

of the existing baseball fields. 

The area was made available 

when Public Works relocated to 

the Municipal Complex in August 

of 2007. 
 

The project budget of $175,622 

was partially funded by a 

Community Development Block 

Grant in the amount of $74,626.  

At Greenacres Freedom Park, soccer opportunities have been 

expanded through the construction of a soccer field area located 

on the Northeast side of the park s entrance (beyond the outfield 

fence of baseball field).  

 

The project budget of $145,000 was partially funded by a Florida 

Recreation Development Assistance Program grant in the 

amount of $108,750. The balance of the funds for both projects 

came from the City s capital improvement fund for parks (derived 

from impact fees on new residential development). 
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Amenities include:   
 

Drinking fountain 
 

Picnic tables  
 

Barbeque grill 
 

Landscaping and fence  
 

 Ira Van Bullock Park Pavilion  

  Playground   Swings  

Amenities include:   
 

2 Bermuda grass soccer fields   
 

Irrigation 
 

Landscaping and fencing  
 

Benches 
 

Picnic tables 
 

Barbeque grill  
 

Drinking fountains 

 Freedom Park Soccer Fields  

   Soccer Field  


