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CITYLink 

A s we begin this New Year, it is  important to reflect on the past year, 

the challenges that we faced and the goals that we accomplished.  In 

2008, unprecedented economic challenges included additional State 

mandated limitations on property tax revenues, declines in property 

values, collapse of the residential building market, and overall 

recessionary conditions that affected the City and the entire nation. 
 

These conditions severely impacted the public and private sectors which 

saw layoffs, bankruptcies, and dramatic reductions in services.  The City 

experienced continued declines in revenues and increases in fixed costs 

and was able to deal with these unprecedented challenges through 

years of efficient management, long term planning, and prioritization of 

essential services.  Budget deficits were overcome without any layoffs or 

reductions in essential services.  The City was also able to keep the 

2009 property tax rates the same as 2008, which actually lowered 

property taxes due to the additional homestead exemption and tangible 

personal property exemption.   

 

The City continued to provide the best services at the least cost due to 

the efficiency of government operations. The City s cost for government 

services remained the lowest at $596 per resident among all similar 

sized cities in the County whose costs ranged from $789 to $1,402.  

Services and facilities were enhanced utilizing a variety of grants, and 

the City received national recognition for its budget and comprehensive 

annual financial report from the Government Finance Officers 

Association.   
 

The City was again recognized as a Tree City USA  by the National 

Arbor Day Foundation, and one of the 100 Best Communities for Young 

People  by America s PromiseThe Alliance for Youth. 
 

While the economic challenges will continue in 2009, we look forward to  

continuing to provide you with the best and most cost efficient public 

services.  

 
 

The Mayor, City Council, and Staff  
Wish You the Very Best in  

2009!  

 

Mayor & City Council 
 

Samuel J. Ferreri 
Mayor 

 

Norman W. Rose 
Deputy  Mayor 

 

Richard C. Radcliffe  
Councilman  District I 

 

Peter A. Noble 
Councilman  District II 

 

Charles E. Shaw 
Councilman  District III 

 

Doris A. Fouts 
Councilwoman  District IV 

 

Wadie Atallah 
City Manager 
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DON T  BECOME A VICTIM 
 

Did you know that you can help reduce property crimes and motor 

vehicle break-ins? You can also avoid becoming a victim by taking 

some simple actions to secure your residence and your vehicle. 
 

Increase your home s security by doing the following: 
 

Install dead bolt locks  on external doors. 
 

Secure sliding glass doors and windows  with track locks 

and/or pin locks.  
 

Reinforce the sliding glass door s 

security with upper flush mount 

locks or a heavy wood dowel in the 

tracks.   
 

Never hide keys outside; most 

burglars know where to look. 
 

Deter burglars with an alarm system 

that monitors doors and windows. 

 

Use light sensors and timers  at different times to make it 

appear as if someone is home. 
 

Keep a list of serial numbers and purchase prices in a 

secure location for easy reference in case of a loss. 
 

Keep shrubbery trimmed and pathways well lit to avoid 

places for concealment. 
 

A majority of thefts occurring from vehicles happen due to             

complacency.  In a recent rash of women s purses being snatched 

from vehicles, it was discovered that in nearly every case, the car 

was left unlocked while the victim ran into a daycare or 

convenience store. Some steps to be taken to minimize vehicle 

thefts include: 
 

Never leave valuables or sensitive 

information visible in your vehicle. 
 

Always lock your vehicle. 
 

Do not leave a garage door opener in 

your vehicle; it gives access to your 

garage and/or home. 
 

You can avoid being a victim by following some simple precautions 

by being more aware and vigilant of strangers or unusual 

occurrences and notifying the police when 

you see something out of place.  Officer 

Rick Warren is available to provide a 

crime prevention presentation and 

conduct security surveys on local 

businesses. For further information 

regarding Crime Prevention, contact 

Officer Warren at 561-642-2133. 

  

GOVERNMENT  

DIRECTORY  

   

 Building Inspections/ Permits 

642-2052 
  

Business Registrations 

642-2053 
  

City Clerk & Council  

642-2006 
  

City Hall  General 

642-2000 
  

Code Enforcement  

642-2065 

642-2068 
  

Community Center 

642-2090 
  

Employment 

642-2001 
  

Finance  

642-2013 
  

Planning, Zoning, and Engineering 

642-2054 
  

Public Works  

642-2071 
  

Public Safety Non-Emergency 

642-2160 
  

Refuse Collection/Recycling 

642-2071 
  

Refuse Collection Bills 

642-2012 
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The following are highlights of actions taken by 

the City Council at their meetings, from 

September through December 2008. 
 

Received a Community Development Block 

Grant Disaster Recovery Init iative 

Supplemental Appropriation in the amount 

of $225,000 for a new storm water outfall at 

Bowman Street to mitigate storm water 

drainage issues brought about by Hurricane 

Wilma. 
 

Received a Flor ida Recreat ion 

Development  Assistance Program Grant in 

the amount of $108,500 for the 

Greenacres Freedom Park Soccer Field , 

located on Pinehurst Drive.  
 

Authorized submittal of a grant application 

to Palm Beach County to fund the purchase 

of four (4) Glydescope Rangers in the 

amount of $43,880  to be placed in 

advanced life support ambulances for the 

improvement and expansion of emergency 

medical services within Greenacres. 
 

Authorized the FY 2009 Greenacres Little 

League Agreement for use of the City s ball- 

fields and facilities. 
 

Received a grant in the amount of $291,930 

for the Greenacres Youth Programs from 

the Children Services Council of Palm 

Beach County.  
 

Received a $5,000 donation from Palms 

West Chamber of Commerce for the Youth 

Athletic Scholarship fund.  

 

CITY POPULATION  UPDATE 
 

The City received notification from the Florida 

Bureau of Economic and Business Research 

(BEBR)  that  the 

population estimate was 

32,548 as of April 2008.  

This figure represents 

an increase of 443 

people from last year s 

estimate.  

SERVICE ON CITY BOARDS 
 

The City of Greenacres has several volunteer 

boards that provide a valuable service to the 

operations of the City.  The City is looking for 

residents to serve on: 
 

Code Enforcement Board 
 

Building Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
 

Planning Commission 
 

Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
 

Residents interested in serving their community 

through volunteer service are encouraged to 

complete a Board Application and submit it to the 

Office of the City Clerk.  Applications are available 

on the City s website www.ci.greenacres.fl.us and 

at City Hall - 5800 Melaleuca Lane. If you have 

any questions about duties of the boards and 

commission, please call 642-2006. 

Adopted an operating budget for the Fiscal 

Year beginning October 1, 2008, and 

ending September 30, 2009. 
 

Approved  adoption of amendments to the 

Fire Prevention and Protection Code. 
 

Approved a Lease Agreement between the 

City of Greenacres and State of Florida 

Department of Health, Palm Beach County 

Health Department, for the lease of 

premises at 5985 10th Avenue North, 

Greenacres (former City Hall). 
 

Approved a Special Exception and site plan   

for a standalone car wash facility, located 

on the northeast corner of Melaleuca Lane 

and Wellman Trail. 

From Left: Councilman Noble, Councilman Radcliffe, Deputy Mayor 

Rose, Mayor Ferreri, Councilwoman Fouts, Councilman Shaw. 

CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS   
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COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL  

REPORT AWARD (CAFR)  
 

The Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting has been awarded to the City 

of Greenacres by the Government Finance 

Officers Association of the United States and 

Canada (GFOA) for its Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR).  The Certificate of 

Achievement is the highest form of recognition in 

the area of governmental accounting and financial 

reporting, and its attainment represents a 

significant accomplishment by a government and 

its management. 
 

The City of Greenacres is honored by the 

attainment of this distinguished award for the 

seventeenth (17th) consecutive year. 

JOG ROAD MEDIAN ENHANCEMENTS  
 

The Public Works Roads & Drainage Division 

has been busy beautifying one of the City s 

busiest thoroughfares. The medians on Jog 

Road, from Summit Boulevard to Lake Worth 

Road, have received aesthetic enhancements 

that serve a dual purpose - beautification and an  

overall reduction of  maintenance costs.  
 

Over the past year, approximately 59,900 

square feet of sod; 3,393 red, pink, purple, 

yellow, and white Bougainvillea plants; and 

1,200 Cocoplum plants have been planted.  

COMMUNTIY PARK PATHWAY TO 

PINEHURST DRIVE  
 

Work has been completed on the construction of 

an approximately 1,500 foot long pedestrian and 

bicycle pathway from Community Park to 

Pinehurst Drive. The project was funded through 

the Federal TEA-21 grant program via the Palm 

Beach County Metropolitan Planning Organization 

and the Florida Department of Transportation. The 

project consisted of an 8 foot wide asphalt path, 

landscaping, lighting, and included fencing along 

the adjacent canal which had been installed 

previously by the Palm Beach County Water 

Utilities Department. The Utilities Department also 

provided the landscape architectural services for 

the project as part of a cooperative effort with the 

City.  

RESURFACING OF FOREST 

HILL BOULEVARD 
 

The  F lo r id a  Depa r tmen t  o f 

Transportation (FDOT) has awarded a 

contract to resurface Forest Hill 

Boulevard from Pinehurst Drive east 

to I-95. The project generally entails 

milling off the existing asphalt and installing new 

asphalt, as well as, the replacement of the traffic 

signals with mast arms and some median work in 

the eastern segment of the project. Median 

landscaping will be installed where the project runs 

through Greenacres, Palm Springs, and Lake 

Clarke Shores. The intersection of Jog Road and 

Forest Hill Boulevard will not be resurfaced since 

this area is planned for significant modification by 

Palm Beach County. The portion from Haverhill 

Road east to I-95 will start in early January and 

take 292 days.  The portion from Pinehurst Drive 

east to Haverhill Road begins in mid February and 

will take 231 days.   
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